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Opening Remarks
Dear BTJ Family,
We are pleased to present you with the
2018-19 BTJ Annual Report, which
highlights the successes, challenges and
new opportunities for our students, faculty
and staff this year. Each year our
development staff knows that one of the
most important things is to start the year
strong, and that includes ensuring, together
with our donors, that funding is available
for every boy who needs a scholarship to
attend Boys Town Jerusalem. Since 1948,
thanks to donors like you, Boys Town has
provided the education and support
necessary for boys coming from some of the
most disadvantaged backgrounds to
transform into young adults with limitless
futures. Our 7,500+ graduates include
business entrepreneurs, major generals in
the IDF and many in the hi-tech world.
As Hillel says in Pirkei Avot, "If I am not for
myself, who is for me? And if I am only for
myself, what am I? And if not now, when?"
Many of our boys, when they come to Boys
Town, do not have the confidence they need
to stand up for themselves and for their
future. They lack the support at home to

understand that they can not only succeed
on their own merits, but have the ability to
give back to their community.
And if not now, when? We, at Boys Town,
receive these boys at a crucial time for their
personal, social, emotional and educational
development. It is thanks to donors like you
that we are able to provide them with a full
support system during their time of greatest
need. Thanks to your generosity, our boys
have soared this year – earning top
achievements in robotics, networking, cyber
security and a soccer championship – to
push Boys Town Jerusalem to even higher
standards. The following pages tell the
story of BTJ throughout the 2018-19 year.
We look forward to working with you in our
continued work of educating the future
leaders of Israeli society.

RABBI RONALD GRAY
Executive Vice President, Boys Town Jerusalem
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About Boys Town Jerusalem
Boys Town Jerusalem (BTJ) was established in 1948, initially as a vocational school, to provide a trade for
boys who were orphaned during the Holocaust and for new immigrants mainly coming from Middle Eastern
countries with no previous education. Today, BTJ is focused on Torah and Technology. Our mission is to
help young boys from limited backgrounds create better futures for themselves with limitless
possibilities and is dedicated to providing an outstanding education for Israeli children, regardless of race,
class or socio-economic background. All of BTJ's staff is committed to help each student reach their
maximum potential, helping to build a stronger and safer Israel.
Boys Town Jerusalem has over 950 boys on campus. 95% of our boys, ages 12-22, come
from disadvantaged backgrounds such as struggling immigrant families, poverty-stricken
or abusive homes. As you roam our halls, you can hear Amharic, Farsi, French, Russian and
Hebrew, as our school is a melting pot of backgrounds.
3,000 meals are provided each day. As the only public school in Jerusalem for
disadvantaged young men to provide breakfast, lunch, and dinner every day, we are firm
believers that you can’t feed your mind without feeding your body. For many of our boys,
these meals are the only food they get.
Every boy has a bed on campus. For many of our boys, going home is not an option.
Therefore, it is essential that our boys feel welcomed and have a safe place to sleep. Our
dormitory, which is located on our campus, provides boys 14 and older with a place they
can call their own.
BTJ's extracurricular programs are outstanding. We know that education goes beyond the
classroom. That’s why we provide an array of after-school programs to help boys grow.
From arts to athletics, from dog training to building Lego robots, our boys gain so much
more than a high school diploma.
Counseling, social services, and music therapy are provided daily. Our boys have a lot more
to deal with than the average teenager, and they need all the help they can get. We
provide counseling and therapy to any boy is in need of these services.
7,500+ alumni hold key positions in Israeli society. Our graduates go on to work in our
nation’s top positions and are successful in their chosen careers. Some of those positions
include the Director of Training at Magen David Adom, an Israel Air Force fighter pilot,
Deputy Inspector at the National Fire Department, and a Cardiologist at Hadassah
Hospital.
BTJ's two-year college gives boys the option to excel in the IDF. Our College of Applied
Engineering is a two-year program where students earn a degree in Engineering. From
there, our students serve in prestigious positions in the Israel Defense Forces.

Boys Town Jerusalem is more than a school, it’s a home.
www.boystownjerusalem.org
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Scholastic Milestones
BTJ was one of only eight high schools in Israel selected to pilot a
cutting-edge course in cyber security, sponsored by the Prime Minister’s
National Cyber Bureau. 32 top 11th and 12th graders were handpicked
for the demanding 150-hour extracurricular course which culminated in
their international Certified Cyber Security Practitioner exam for global
authorization. The progress of the course was closely observed by the
Education Ministry and the Prime Minister’s National Cyber Bureau. All
32 students finished the course with the highest performing grades –
surpassing the next school participating by 50%.

BTJ’s College of Applied
Engineering (CAE) teamed
up with the Israeli Police
Technology Development
to
develop
Division
specialized devices and
resources essential to the

police force. Over the 2018/9 academic year, six CAE
seniors spent hundreds of hours at the Police division
applying their electronic skills to devise solutions for
specific security needs. The students devised projects
geared to answer the needs dictated by Police technology
experts. These classified products will now be produced
in-house by the Police.

This year saw the graduation
of the first class of the
newly-established Electrical
Engineering Division of BTJ's
College
of
Applied
Engineering. The intensive
electrical
engineering
curriculum includes

electronics and computer studies. The graduates – who
also become licensed electricians during their studies –
are in high demand in the IDF and the private market.
They will now serve for five years in the Air Force. A
record number of students have enrolled for CAE’s
2019/20 academic year, which will include the new
Applied Computer Network Engineering division dealing
with cyber protection. The division will be the very first of
its kind in Israel.

An Ambulance in the Sky
Aviel Berkowitz, 18, a computer programming
major, and Matanya Cohen, 17, an electronics
major, designed a drone that flies medical
supplies to the scene of an accident or disaster.
“We learned from Magen David Adom first-aid
personnel that lives could be saved if medical
supplies were available before the ambulance
arrives,” Aviel explained. “Most Israelis are
trained in first-aid and can begin treating
victims immediately if basic meds are at hand.”
Using the school’s sophisticated 3-D printer, the
students designed a prototype for a lightweight
drone to deliver the medical supplies, unfazed
by distance, traffic jams or treacherous roads
which may delay an ambulance. To program the
drone to speedily reach its destination without
hitting tall obstacles, the students are
consulting with experts from the Israelideveloped WAZE traffic system.
Aviel and Matanya are two students in the first
class of BTJ's Project Based Learning technology
course. Throughout the course, students identify
a real-world problem and apply technology to
develop a solution.
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Bar Mitzvah Celebrations
Over the 2018/19 school year, an unprecedented number of Bar Mitzvah ceremonies for needy students were held
at the school. The school has opened its doors, and our donors have opened their hearts, to students whose
poverty and family strife would have prevented them from having a Bar Mitzvah service and celebration. These
meaningful Bar Mitzvahs at the school are followed by a festive breakfast and special activities for the entire class.
Thanks to support from generous donors, as well as Bar Mitzvah boys themselves across the globe, together we
can help enable our needy students to celebrate this special day.
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Student Welfare
The Miller Social Services Center and its staff of social workers, guidance counselors and therapists offer treatment
for over 50% of the student body. 35% of the student body requires regular monitoring; 15% require intensive
treatment. The Food Services Department continues to prepare nearly 3,000 meals on campus daily at a cost of
$7,000 per day for food alone. The wholesome, nourishing meals are a lifesaver for the growing number of students
whose family can afford little or no food at home.

Click here for a behind the scenes tour of BTJ's kitchen!
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Community Service Projects
Over the 2018/19 school year, Boys Town Jerusalem students
at every grade level volunteered hundreds of hours to Israelis
of all ages. Among the wide range of volunteer efforts are
regular visits by students to hospital Children’s Wards to sing
to and encourage the sick children. Junior high students
organized campaigns to collect and distribute food to needy
families before major holidays. High school students
committed a minimum of several hours each week to assist
bereaved families, special-needs children, young cancer
victims, the elderly, and others in need.

Last year, Menashe chose to volunteer at
the Shalva National Children's Center for
children with disabilities. “I wanted to do
something different for my community
service, but the first month was very difficult
for me. Little by little, as I learned how to
communicate with them, I realized that they
were kids with beautiful souls. Within a short
time, I took on more hours, worked there
over my summer vacation, and increased my
volunteer hours this year. I can feel that this
experience has influenced my character. I’ve
changed since I came to Boys Town and
changed since I began volunteering. I’m
learning to understand people and be
sensitive to who they are inside. That’s my
very valuable reward.”
Click here to read more about Menashe’s
story and our community service program.

New Programs on Campus
To raise students’ sensitivity to the lives of the
disabled, the first Accessibility-for-the-Disabled
Day took place on campus this winter. Carried out by
the prize-winning “Access Israel” organization, the
activity enabled students to experience everyday
struggles facing the handicapped while meeting with
the people “behind the disability.”

Initiated over the 2018/9 school year, a special
Leadership Course, designated for a majority of the
Ethiopian students as well as for other students in
difficult home situations, takes 15 seventh and eighth
graders straight to the great outdoors each week.
Under the supervision of a trained instructor, this
bold approach is proving effective in transforming
low-functioning students into confident, capable
leaders.
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Poland Trip 2019

Every two years, BTJ takes a group of 11th and 12th grade
students on a powerful trip to Poland. In March, 37 11th
and 12th grade boys set out for the trip, visiting Warsaw,
Auschwitz and other sites. It was an extremely impactful
trip for all and when they returned the boys led the Yom
Hashoah ceremony at school. Click here to see more.

High School and CAE Graduation
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Extracurricular Activities & Summer Enrichment
Throughout the 2018/19 school year, seventh through tenth
graders were the enthusiastic participants in after-school
extracurricular activities (chugim) that included a soccer
league, roller hockey, therapeutic dog training, electronics,
robotics, 3-D printing and Arabic lessons. Many of the
activities are highly subsidized by generous donors, led by
Florida-based contributors, for the many boys who cannot
afford the fees. Regardless of their family situation, BTJ
students from across the board greatly enjoyed the
wholesome experience, socialization, skills and knowledge
that these extracurricular activities provide.
2019 Summer Classes on Campus include intensive courses
in math and English, both remedial and enrichment-based,
for over 250 students on all grade levels. Hi-level math and
English lessons were also provided to students aiming to
improve their bagrut matriculation scores in these crucial
subjects.
Over 200 seventh and eighth graders attended the BTJ
summer program. Unlike most camps, each morning began
with several hours of study to keep the students’ academic
skills sharp over the summer break. Of course, in addition,
BTJ offered usual camp activities such as sports, field trips,
etc. Wholesome meals were served to these boys, many of
whom have no food at home. The month-long Day Camp was
highly subsidized for all students and free of charge for boys
from families in severe financial straits.
Over the summer, College of Applied Engineering Workshops
were held for the incoming class of CAE students to provide
an intensive introduction to basic electronics studies in
advance of their college-level courses beginning in
September.
A number of boys have joined BTJ’s 2019 Student Work
Crew, assigned to such tasks as office work, painting,
landscaping and more. In addition to providing well-earned
wages, the 7 AM – 4 PM job offered crucial protection and
even a rescue for boys facing terrible hardships at home.
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Top Achievements for BTJ
Longtime instructor and
BTJ grad Shlomo Serok was
named by the Ministry of
Education as Israel’s top
Computer
Science
&
Networking Teacher for
2019. Renowned for his
ingenuity, innovation and
devotion to his students,
Serok has headed BTJ's
Cisco Networking Academy
since its inception, as well
as initiating some of the
nation’s
top
computer
technology programs.

IDF Col. Yaniv Avitan,
Class of 1994, was granted
the eminent 2018 Israel
Defense Prize of the Israeli
Ministry of Defense. Col.
Avitan heads the crack IDF
team which developed a
technological means to
detect Hamas terrorist
attack tunnels, making the
IDF the world’s first army
to reach this phenomenal
capability.

BTJ’s FTC Robotics team
of twelve high school
students scored among
the top three teams in
their
second
year
participating
in
the
renowned
FIRST-Israel
Tech Challenge (FTC)
robotics contest. The
national contest had 45
of Israel’s top teams
compete.

Nearly 20 years after BTJ inaugurated the very
first Cisco Networking Academy in the Middle
East, the school has been granted Cisco’s
“Above and Beyond Award” for 2019 as the best
such academy in the entire European region.

BTJ’s soccer team was named 2018-19 national
champions in their high school league.

A sophisticated robot hand-built by three ninth
graders aced First Prize for Mechanical Design
in the recent Jerusalem Regional FLL-Israel
Robotics Competition.
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Special Gifts
Dedicated to empowering Israeli teachers by donating
electronic devices and resources the Athena Fund – in
cooperation with Josh Weston –supplied 16 tablets to
BTJ's science and computer departments. The 16 tablet
computers, which also came with a cart for storing and
charging them, will provide a sophisticated computerbased laboratory with 15 built-in sensors. These gifts
will add to the educational focus on STEM at BTJ.

Nineteen-year-old Gavri Kepets of Teaneck, NJ
personally donated a high-quality digital keyboard to
BTJ’s Music Department. Gavri’s gift was in memory of
his renowned music teacher Ruth Coruh.

Hersel Torkian and his family generously donated the
principal's office at BTJ in memory of his father Nemat
Torkian. Three generations of the Torkian family - over
60 people - came for the dedication and to tour the
school in July.

The Weitman CAE Campus Computer Lab,
meticulously refurbished and equipped with 25 stateof-the-art computer workstations, was generously
donated by the Weitman Family of New Jersey.
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VIP Visitors on Campus
British Ambassador to Israel Mr. David Quarrey visited
the BTJ campus in October 2018 where he spoke to
high school students on diplomacy and Israel-British
relationships. Ian Kamiel, Executive Development
Director of British Friends of Boys Town Jerusalem,
was present for the visit.

BTJ grad IDF Col. Yaniv Avitan, winner of the 2018
Israel Defense Prize of the Israeli Ministry of
Defense, visited his alma mater to address top high
school and CAE students as well as to learn the
latest methods in BTJ’s technological education.

Bosmat Shalom-Tuchin, the newly-appointed CEO of
the “FIRST Israel” organization, made BTJ one of the
first schools she visited. She personally met the
student teams competing in all levels of the Israel
FIRST (For Inspiration and Recognition of Science and
Technology) robotics matches.

Dr. Maro Gete, who enrolled in BTJ as a young
Ethiopian immigrant (and graduated at the top of
his class just six years later) returned to the
campus to offer words of encouragement to
Ethiopian students in the College of Applied
Engineering. Today a well-respected physician at
Shaare Zedek Hospital, Gete told the young
men, “I owe Boys Town Jerusalem a great deal.
The six years that I spent here were a lifechanging experience for me.”
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Development Spotlight
Each year BTJ's Public Relations and Development
departments all around the world work tirelessly with our
supporters to raise over $5 million. This funding ensures that
our boys are provided with scholarship assistance, three meals
a day, full room and board at the dormitories and an
exemplary education. Without the support of our generous
donors each year, we would not be able to reach our goal.
This year, an array of events took place throughout the US,
Canada, the UK and Australia which contributed to our annual
revenue. This included the Harry Levin-Sam Rabinowitz
Memorial Golf Outing in Philadelphia which raised over
$169,000 in one day! BTJ grad Oded Cohen-Pur '83, winner of
Iron Man Israel, spoke at an event held by the Florida Friends
of BTJ. Parlor meetings were held in Minnesota to reach out to
a new donor base in the Midwest and promote BTJ by new staff
member, Development and Grants Officer Ariela Lacovsky.
The Canadian Friends of BTJ ran a dormitory refurbishment
campaign in honor of longtime Chairman of the Canadian
Friends of BTJ Jules Kronis' 75th birthday.
In Australia, Yoni Strimber, BTJ International Development
Executive, ran parlor meetings and hosted an information
booth at the New South Wales Israel Independence Day Fair,
and new staff member Ilana Kaplan, Australian Development
Coordinator traveled to Australia in July to run additional
events promoting BTJ.
The British Friends of BTJ held their annual Choral Festival,
and newly-appointed Chairman of the Board Atty. Mr. Sidney
Myers visited campus along with a group of his colleagues
right before Passover. In addition, BTJ's social media got a
boost with the expansion of the existing Public Relations team
in Jerusalem.
Throughout the year, BTJ staff in Jerusalem hosted a variety of
visitors including family missions, Bar/Bat Mitzvah celebrations
and volunteering, individual donors and foundation
representatives for tours, lunch and activities on campus.
Seeing is truly believing when it comes to BTJ!
THANK YOU to everyone who helps support, maintain and
strengthen us here at Boys Town Jerusalem, so that we can
continue to provide a home-away-from-home for boys in need.
If you are interested in supporting BTJ and/or would like to come visit
our school, please contact Rabbi Ezra Berenholz, National Director of
Development at eberenholz@boystownjerusalem.org or fill out a contact
form here.
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Campus Remodeling
The new fully-renovated Josh and Judy Weston
Residence Hall was personally dedicated in
March 2019 by Josh Weston. The new
residence hall is one of three whose
renovation was made possible in great part by
the Josh and Judy Weston Foundation.

Following the steadily increasing enrollment
in the College of Applied Engineering (CAE)
program, a new Project Room/Teacher’s Room
as well as a newly-remodeled classroom have
been opened. In addition, a new, modern asyet-to-be dedicated CAE Synagogue is now in
use by the students as well.
The school’s first handicapped-accessible
restroom was dedicated in August 2018 by
donors Mr. and Mrs. Harvey Newman of
Monsey, NY. The specially-designed restroom
features ground floor access, a wide door for
wheelchairs, a sliding door, raised toilet, and a
built-in sink. The dedication marked the
launch of Phase One of the campaign to
transform the campus to total handicappedaccessibility.
The school continues to install state-of-the-art
fire sprinkler systems across the campus, in
compliance with new government fire
prevention regulations. The $1 million cost is
being fully covered by the school, with no
government participation or compensation.

A new ventilation system has been installed in
the school’s kitchen. The dining room has now
been remodeled to include a buffet dining
area for the convenience of the students.

A major gardening and landscaping effort has
augmented the green, flowering acres of the
campus, enhancing the home-away-from home
for “our boys.”
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What's Next?
BTJ continues its 71-year-old mission to turn young boys from limited backgrounds into productive
citizens with limitless futures. As the school continues to expand its programming, so too must the
campus expand its facilities to accomodate them. Therefore, contingent upon future funding, the
following are future projects that BTJ hopes to commence in the coming year:
Construction of a new expanded 285-seat, 3300-square foot state-of-the-art auditorium. Building
plans and architectural renderings have been drawn up for the sorely-needed auditorium.
The renovation of 2 additional dormitory wings in the next phase of the Campus Remodeling plan.
Implementation of Phase One to make the campus handicapped accessible. The 3 floors of the
stairway in the Main Academic Building are to become wheelchair accessible by installing a
wheelchair lift alongside the stairway. This moving platform will hold up to a 550-pound weight,
and will enable wheelchair-bound students and parents to easily reach the laboratories, classrooms
and synagogues located on these three floors.
Complete renovation of outdated indoor gym. Due to decades of wear and tear by thousands of
students who have used the indoor gym due to inclement weather, the gym is in need of a total rebuild.
Covering of outdoor sports fields
Employment of professional teachers to serve as tutors and teach small groups after hours
Complete overhaul of 50-year-old kitchen facilities
Funding for psycho-didactic evaluations
Funding for additional social workers for our Social Services Center

Want to get involved with BTJ?
Coming to Israel and want to
visit the school?
Click here to contact us and
learn more
and follow us on social media below
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Financial Summary
Detailed Expenditures

Detailed Income

Total Expenditures: $13,777,303

Total Income: $14,011,044

Renovations
13.6%

Student/Parent Fees
8.2%

Equipment
4%

Government
37.5%

Dormitory
5%
Education
52.1%

Kitchen
9.5%

Administration
4.6%

Donations
39.3%

Maintenance
9.7%

General
15%

Income & Expenses (not including donations)
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Boys Town Jerusalem Foundation of America
National Board of Directors
FOUNDER
Rabbi Alexander S. Linchner, Zt"L
FOUNDING PRESIDENT
Ira Guilden, Z"L
HONORARY CHAIRMAN
Josh S. Weston
PRESIDENT
Michael J. Scharf
CHAIRMAN
Robert Kaswell
CHAIRMAN OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
Rabbi Moshe Linchner
VICE CHAIRMAN
Donald L. Solomon
VICE PRESIDENTS
Lawrence B. Diener
Henri C. Levit
TREASURER
Dr. Kenneth Garay
SECRETARY
Marjorie Diener Blenden
EXECUTIVE VICE PRESIDENT
Rabbi Ronald L. Gray
NATIONAL DIRECTOR OF DEVELOPMENT
Rabbi Ezra E. Bereholz, MSW

MEMBERS
Kenneth Ackerman
Albert J. Ades
Ira Bartfield
Jack A. Belz
Michael Benedict
Carl Cohen
Joseph Cooper
Marc Cooper
Leslie L. Dan
Hon. Judge David B. Follender, Z"L
Dr. Norman Frankel
Robert Goldberg
Hugh Greenberg
Menahem Z. Gurman
Alex Halberstein
Bernard Hasten
Hart N. Hasten
Ira W. Heller
Malcolm Hoenlein
Joan Jakubovitz
Norman Jakubovitz
Ed Kerson
Elly Libin
David S. Mack
Barry Magarick
John J. Pomerantz
Gershon Rothstein
Joe Septimus
Aleksander Smukler
Dr. Mehri Songhorian
Yudi Teichman
Benjamin Veit
Aaron Weitman
Rebecca Weitman
Mayor Michael J. Wildes
Michael Wimpfheimer
Shimon Wolf
Dr. Matthew Zizmor
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